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After that, this afternoon we will
take up the nomination of Randal
Quarles, the President’s nominee to
help oversee the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem. Mr. Quarles brings with him both
domestic and international financial
experience from multiple administra-
tions, and he will be a strong guide for
our Nation’s monetary policy. We also
intend to confirm Mr. Quarles to the
position of Vice Chair for Supervision.
This is an essential role created by
Dodd-Frank, and it is critical that Mr.
Quarles begin this work over at the
Fed.

Tomorrow, the Senate will confirm
Lee Francis Cissna to be Director of
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices. Mr. Cissna has a wealth of experi-
ence in immigration policy, serving in
senior policy positions in both the
Bush and Obama administrations and
then working for the chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Committee. He was
voted out of committee with bipartisan
support. I look forward to his con-
firmation to this important role.

Then we will consider Callista Ging-
rich, whom the President has nomi-
nated to be our Nation’s Ambassador
to the Holy See. Ms. Gingrich’s work
will continue the strong relationship
between our Nation and the Vatican,
building upon shared values, goals, and
global responsibilities.

I thank each of these nominees for
their willingness to serve our Nation.
They are each well qualified and suited
for their role. I look forward to the
Senate confirming them very soon.

————
TRIBUTE TO DR. TOM APPLETON

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment to con-
gratulate Dr. Tom Appleton of Lex-
ington, KY, on his retirement from the
History Department at BEastern Ken-
tucky University. One of Kentucky’s
premier historians, Tom has spent his
career writing about the Common-
wealth’s rich heritage. He joined EKU’s
faculty in the fall of 2000, and over the
years, he has left a positive imprint on
his students, his field, and his State.

He has also proved to be an invalu-
able resource for me. A number of
years ago, I began a series of talks fo-
cused on former U.S. Senators from
Kentucky. In each speech, I have tried
to convey a bit of political history
through the lives of these distinguished
individuals. Tom’s counsel has been in-
valuable in my work to prepare these
speeches and pay tribute to some of
Kentucky’s prominent political lead-
ers.

Before joining EKU’s faculty nearly
20 years ago, Tom spent more than two
decades at the Kentucky Historical So-
ciety. It certainly shows. Even the TV
show ‘‘Jeopardy’’ has used him as a his-
torical resource. Tom has been the co-
editor of six books on the history of
the American South, including a
groundbreaking look into the lives of
Kentucky women, and he is currently
working on a biography of Kentucky’s
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own A.B. ‘“Happy’ Chandler, who
served as Governor, Senator, and base-
ball’s second commissioner. Tom’s pas-
sion for Kentucky’s rich history is ob-
vious.

He has been a wonderful friend and
resource for me, a real champion and
advocate for our Commonwealth, and
has made a lasting impact on the next
generation through his teaching. As
one former student recalled, ‘‘Dr. Ap-
pleton’s mission in teaching Kentucky
history was less about imparting facts
and dates and more about ensuring
that students departed the class with
an enhanced understanding of the rich
cultural tapestry of Kentucky. He ad-
monished students to be worthy of the
proud legacy of our Commonwealth’s
great statesmen, military leaders,
writers, and sports legends.” That is a
legacy to be proud of.

After his final semester of teaching,
Tom could be forgiven for wanting to
retire from his work as a historian al-
together, but that is not Tom. He plans
to continue his research and writing
about the lives and events that shaped
our home State, and I plan to continue
reading his fascinating take on our
shared Kentucky heritage.

I wish Tom well, and I urge all of my
colleagues to join me in congratulating
Dr. Tom Appleton on a truly remark-
able career.

———————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the
Hargan nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Eric D. Hargan, of Illinois, to be Dep-
uty Secretary of Health and Human
Services.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
time until 11 a.m. will be equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their
designees.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

PUERTO RICO AND U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
RECOVERY EFFORT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand the administration intends to
submit its first request for disaster aid
for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands today. It is a good first step, but
it is just the start of the financial aid
we will need to provide to the Amer-
ican citizens in Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands.

I urge my colleagues to work quickly
to add additional and urgent funding
for recovery, like community develop-
ment block grant dollars, just as we
did for Texas after Hurricane Harvey,
with the understanding that an addi-
tional and more comprehensive request
for Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Florida, Texas, and the western
wildfires will be coming from the ad-
ministration once the damage assess-
ments are complete.

LAS VEGAS MASS SHOOTING

Mr. President, returning to the
events in Las Vegas on Sunday, we
cannot let this American tragedy, an-
other in a long line of American trage-
dies, fall out of our hearts and minds
too quickly.

Let us pledge to be there for the fam-
ilies of the 59 Americans who were
killed and the over 500 Americans who
are still injured and recovering. Seeing
the pictures of so many of these beau-
tiful, young people in the prime of
life—young, excited about the world,
some of them newly married, some of
them a little older with young chil-
dren—breaks your heart. So not just
today or this week, but in the weeks
and months to come, let us pledge to
continue to show our gratitude to
those firefighters and cops, the emer-
gency and medical personnel, and all
the other first responders who rushed
to the scene. Let us pledge to remem-
ber the acts of everyday heroism that
are a beacon of light in this moment of
darkness: the lines to give blood that
stretched around the block at 6 a.m.,
the teachers who went to school the
day after the shooting to try and give
their students a sense of normalcy. I
hope these are the things President
Trump highlights in his visit to Las
Vegas today.

And one more thing: President
Trump has an opportunity to wrench
his party out of the grasp of the NRA
and get our country and our Congress
to start talking about commonsense
gun safety reforms. Before President
Trump ran for office, he repeatedly
supported several sane, rational gun
safety measures, including the assault
weapons ban and longer waiting peri-
ods to purchase a gun. As recently as
2012, President Trump supported Presi-
dent Obama’s response to Sandy Hook.
In the wake of Sandy Hook, President
Obama called for action. In the wake of



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:05:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




